Barnstorm i 

WJWJLiJia* 



By Karen Holzmeister 

STAFF WRITER 

HAYWARD — A dozen pilol 
most of them doubling up in fliiiiw 
looking, open, two-seat wood-ai* 
fabric Piper Cub aircraft, have lift 
the East Bay for a 16-day flying d- 
venture through the great Nor* 
west. 

Unlike most travelers, howevel, 
they have no particular destination^ 

“There’s an old saying amoiB 
aviators and that’s, ‘Where you at 
is where^tiH. want to be,’ said 
R andv \ P arent) a helicopter pildt 
with the-fiaSt Bay Regional Pack 
District. The Oakland man flies ja 
1945 Piper Cub. 

“It might take us all day to get to 
Truckee, but that’s an accomplish¬ 
ment. That’s our experience.” 

For the second year, the pilotjs 
— along with a ground support 
crew in a motor home — are expert- 


ig pilots 
adventure 


encing the thrill of 1940s bai f 
storming while contending wi l 
modern air space. 

Five of the six planes taking f 
from the Hayward Air Termii I 
Friday were vintage, propelh I 
driven Piper Cubs, built betwe h 
1939 and 1946. 

Flimsy in appearance ai I 
lacking starters, electrical systeir L 
radios and generators, they crui p 
at an average of 70 mph. The o y 
“modem” aircraft accompany! g 
them is a 1955 metal Cessna. 

“Last year (when they w< it 
3,000 air miles into Montana a fa 
Idaho), we had a great time, but (it 
was a learning experience,' ad 
Parent, who is traveling with IBs 
wife, Traci, and son, Eric. 

TTte group has hand-held ra< os 
and compasses to help them ch.at 
their course. In the motor home jre 
tents and sleeping bags for th<«e 
occasions when they will land inf a 



remote field and have to spend 
night outdoors. 


the 


might have a shotgun or call the po¬ 
lice.” 


\ “In the 1940s, barnstorming ^as 
a novelty and no one got mad ii you 
stopped on their land,” Parent I ud. 
“Now, if you’re on someone’s | ield 
and they don’t, want you to be, < hey 


On this trip, the pilots hope to 
cover portions of Nebraska, Mon¬ 
tana, South Dakota and Washington 
ill what could be a 3,400-mile 
journey. _ 


















